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DELAWARE COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, RIDLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
STUDENTS, SENATOR TOM MCGARRIGLE, COMMISSIONER BOB WILERT VISIT 

BOEING ON NATIONAL MANUFACTURING DAY 
 

 
SPRINGFIELD, PA – On Friday, October 5, 2018 the Delaware County Chamber of 
Commerce, Ridley School District students, Senator Tom McGarrigle and Ridley Township 
Commissioner Bob Willert visited The Boeing Company in celebration of National 
Manufacturing Day.  
 
National Manufacturing Day was created by Founding Partner Fabricators and Manufactures 

Association, International in 2012. Manufacturing Day addresses common misperceptions about 

manufacturing by giving manufacturers an opportunity to open their doors and show, in a 

coordinated effort, what manufacturing is — and what it isn’t. By working together during and 

after National Manufacturing Day, manufacturers will begin to address the skilled labor shortage 

they face, connect with future generations, take charge of the public image of manufacturing, and 

ensure the ongoing prosperity of the whole industry. 

 

“The Delaware County Chamber of Commerce is proud to partner with The Boeing Company to 

show the students of Ridley School District the occupational opportunities in the field of 

manufacturing that are right in their back yard.” Trish McFarland, President of the Delaware 

County Chamber of Commerce said. “Nearly 3 ½ million manufacturing jobs will likely be 

needed over the next decade and 2 million are expected to go unfilled due to the skills gap. The 

chamber is working to partner with more manufactures and school districts in Delaware County 

to provide more educational opportunities like this in the future through our new program, 

Magnifying Manufacturing.”   

 

“Ridley students participating in National Manufacturing Day with Boeing is an opportunity to 

experience the changing look and feel of manufacturing.” Lee Ann Wentzel, Ridley School 



 

 

District Superintendent said. “At the same time, these students may begin to envision how their 

classroom skills will translate as the future of manufacturing.”  

 

Katherine McGinley, Ridley High School Assistant Principal, accompanied the students on their 

trip to The Boeing Company.  

 

“Our students were thrilled with the opportunity to visit the Chinook facility and to realize that 

this amazing aircraft is only manufactured here at the Ridley Boeing facility. They were so 

excited to discuss their favorite parts of the tour and how it can apply to the educational and 

career paths that lie ahead of them.” McGinley said. “Ridley students are truly fortunate to be 

included in this partnership program, and we look forward to continuing this tradition.”   

 

According to the National Association of Manufacturers, the manufacturing industry supports 

nearly 17.2 million jobs in the United States. In Delaware County, The Boeing Company is one 

of the largest employers and manufacturing companies with nearly 4,500 employees.  

 

"Manufacturing harnesses the talents and hard work of Americans to create the most 
impressive products the world has ever known as well as good-paying, family-supporting 
jobs," Senator McGarrigle said.  "Boeing is a shining example of that concept and a 
testament to American strength and ingenuity." 
 

“As a global manufacturing leader, Boeing is committed to investing in our future manufacturing 

workforce by creating unique opportunities for students to see, first-hand, the amazing products 

we build every day.” Larry Weng, Boeing Philadelphia Site Leader said. “We were pleased to 

welcome students from Ridley School District to our Philadelphia site as a part of Manufacturing 

Day to see just how our Boeing Chinook is built.” 

 

The Delaware County Chamber of Commerce will continue to coordinate trips like The Boeing 

Company visit throughout the year. They are encouraging manufacturing companies and school 

districts that are interested to reach out to the chamber if they are interested in coordinating a 

visit.  

 
For more information about Magnifying Manufacturing call 610-565-3677 or visit 
www.delcochamber.org.  
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